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I would like to take this opportunity to thank the faculty and staff of the International University of Kagoshima and the
greater community of which we are a part for their untiring support of the Regional Research Institute. We are pleased
to share our current work in this our 59" newsletter.

As of April 2024, a new faculty team has begun the consideration of a new research theme. Together and apart we
are researching the use of fieldwork as an educational tool that stimulates students and faculty alike and results in a
meaningful — and ideally sustainable — connection between the university and the community. Our membership and our
interests are diverse, with faculty representing every department in the university. Ryuta Kawasaki is from the Faculty
of Welfare Society, Naoko Inadome is a member of the newly founded Faculty of Nursing, Hitoshi Uchiyama represents
the Faculty of Intercultural Studies and Norikatsu Hiraide, Kouta Higuchi and I are members of the Faculty of
Economics. Our work enjoys the skillful support of Chika Yamamoto and other members of the university staff. In
keeping with the diversity of our backgrounds, we are approaching this and other research related to tourism, disaster
response and the like from a variety of angles as you will see upon a review of the interim reports included herein.

I would like to note here that the Shimizu Fund is now winding down after a period of eight highly productive
years. The International University of Kagoshima is forever grateful for the generosity and vision of Morimitsu and
Yoshimitsu Shimizu. We have learned and grown thanks to their support.

The results of our research and the content of this newsletter will also be made available on the International
University of Kagoshima’s website and in other publications.

Jeffrey S. Irish, Director
Regional Research Institute
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A Consideration of Fieldwork Methods and Potential
Jeffrey S. Irish, Professor of Economics

I am taking this unique opportunity to research and consider the role that seminar-based fieldwork plays in the
educational development of students and faculty here at the International University of Kagoshima. Each department of
the university has set fairly concrete goals for the skills that will ideally be possessed by their graduates. Similarly, the
university has defined the kind of thoughtful and productive individual it hopes to send out into society upon
graduation.

University-wide goals include — but are not limited to — the ability to identify and solve problems in the student’s
area of expertise, the ability to communicate effectively with others, a general hunger for and curiosity regarding new
knowledge, and a genuine respect for other individuals and cultures. The university makes use of questionnaires and
exit interviews in an effort to determine how successful it is in achieving these goals. Using these questions and results
as an initial reference point, I will work with my seminar students to evaluate the effectiveness of past fieldwork and
study how concretely our time together and in the field has
contributed to their attainment of some of the graduation goals being
set by the economics department and the university. I will also look at
the approaches other faculty are taking to fieldwork and some of the
positive outcomes they have enjoyed.

Finally, my students and I will be looking for fieldwork models
that are conducive to a long-term relationship between the faculty and
staff of the university and the surrounding community. Said
“community” includes — but is not limited to — local businesses, local
governments and locally active individuals.
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